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Repression against human rights defenders
Attacks on Women in Black: 

January 2016 - April 2016
Dossier No. 6

Women in Black are activist group and network of feminist and anti-militaristic orientation, consisting of women of different 
generations and ethnicity, educational level, social status, lifestyles and sexual choices. Women in Black have been established 
on October 9th 1991 in Belgrade.

Since the beginning of work Women in Black (1991) face various forms of repression, both to the state and non-state actors.

From the very beginning until now, very often we were and we are now targets of attacks because of our commitment to hu-
man rights of others and different (in ethnic, political, sexual sense). However, as a women’s peace group most of the problems 
we have because of our insistence at all levels of responsibility for war and war crimes committed in our name.

The wave of violence against activists has intensified significantly since 2014.

Reminder: spokesman for the anti-terrorist unit of the MIA Radomir Počuča urged (25. 3.2014.) on his Facebook profile, hooli-
gans to deal with Women in Black, after we commemorated 15 years of war crimes of Serbian forces against Kosovo Albanians.

Ultra-right movement “Zavetnici” held a protest in support of Radomir Počuča, against the “Woman in black”, on the premises of 
“Women in Black”. Police abused freedom of assembly, and provided permission for a protest whose motive was defense of inci-
tement to violence. This caused fear and insecurity, both for the “Women in Black” activists, as well as for tenants in the building 
housing the “Women in Black”, with which otherwise we have very correct relations since we moved in (1997). Excessive police 
powers (tenant harassment by the police during the protest) have sparked resentment of a part of the tenants and encourage 
their petition for eviction of Women in Black, which is still in progress. This further reinforces social exclusion, fear, insecurity 
and, of course, the continued media campaign (primarily through social networks) against activists of “Women in Black”.

On his facebook profile Boris Knezevic (real name Boris Hasanovic) wrote on March 29, about which we were informed by the 
police on 13 May 2014 .: “I invite all the brothers wherever they see those whores in black to immediately lynched and burned 
them!!! Justice for POČUČA “, at same time also appeared hundreds of threats and offensive comments, as a direct result of the 
public lynching which as provoked by Radomir Počuča.

On the occasion of 19th anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica, Women in Black and participants in “Peace activism – cy-
cling activism - Srebrenica 2014” organized on 08.07.2014. at the main square in Valjevo, in black and in silence, peace action 
“We will never forget the genocide in Srebrenica. From the very start the group of men who wore T-shirts with the inscription 
“Chetniks Valjevo” as well as T-shirts with images of Ratko Mladic (indicted for genocide in Srebrenica at ICTY) indicated the 
nationalist-militaristic-misogynistic insults and threats, ferocious shouting, swearing, spitting, throwing eggs at the activists. 
At the same time the atmosphere of hatred rise and they were becoming increasingly brutal, until finally undoubted lynch 
atmosphere was created. The increasing number of members of the pro-fascist groups was followed by increased number of 
police officers who were securing the action. “However, the police failed to prevent puncturing the cordon by the pro-fascist 
groups and during the attack activists Stasa Zajovic, Ljiljana Radovanovic, Milos Urosevic and Dejan Gašić were injured”.1

Police eventually managed to evacuate activists and for security reasons all participants under police escort back to Belgrade. 
Though earlier it planned to cyclists / activists to lodge in Valjevo, and then continue cycling peacekeeping tour to Srebrenica, 
the action was continued the next day, with changed route. “Peace activism – cycling activism - Srebrenica 2014” action was 

1  Saopštenje Žena u crnom, 9. jul 2014.
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organized for the second time this year(2014): From Belgrade went nine cyclists. Participants of the cycling expedition wanted 
to remind residents of Western Serbia and the Drina valley of Serbia’s role in the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. During the 
war in Bosnia and Herzegovina mentioned area is often served as logistical support for the campaigns of various military and 
paramilitary formations that fought on the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It should be noted that the Women in Black, 
despite threats and attacks implemented all the planned activities to mark the 19th anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica. 2

On 22.07.2014., around 14h at the bus station, near the main post office (near flower shop “Jelena”) in Zemun, dark-haired, tall, 
corpulent man, between 30 to 40 years, for a few minutes, indicated Stasa Zajovic constant insults and threats “I know you, 
you’re Stasa Zajovic the woman in black. And you know, there’s no place for you in Serbia.” To her question: “Who are you?” he 
did not respond and continued: “Are you afraid for your safety? For the safety of your family? You should be afraid, because 
you hate Serbs and you work for Muslims ... And I will not say my name. We’re invisible, we arrive out of the darkness and work 
in the dark, we are everywhere ... American commandos won’t be able to protect you... “3 

In previous reports on these cases (Dossier No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) facts were presented about the attacks, the reactions of state 
authorities, the reactions of local and international human rights organizations, the political context in which violence is hap-
pening, etc..

I Chronology / Event List

Attack on Women’s Day march March 8th 2016

During the reporting period (January - April 2016) one new attack hap-
pend. On March 8th 2016 in Belgrade march on the occasion of Interna-
tional Women’s Day was held. Upon arrival at the Republic Square, where 
the marchers gathered, group of Women in Black activists was attacked 
by a man at the underground passages near Zeleni venac market. Seeing 
them, he asked them who they are, where they go, what are they celebrat-
ing ?, and one of the activists replied that they are celebrate International 
Women’s Day. He continued to follow them and insulting them, then he 
called someone with his mobile and then he attacked activist Ljiljana Ra-
dovanovic, who held the rainbow flag “Pace”, pushed her and snatched the 
flag, and then fled. 4

Discrimination during visits refugees

What also marked this reporting period is a continuation of the discriminatory conduct of the state authorities and the police 
against the activists of Women in Black, during visits to the centers for the reception of refugees. Activists of Women in Black 
visited locations in which there were refugees, to took collected aid and in order to meet the conditions in which refugees 
reside, as well as the attitude of the state authorities toward them. In these visits, the police prevented them from entering the 
reception centers, with the excuse that to enter and stay in the center permit is necessary. For questions about the procedures 
and responsibilities for the grant of this permit, they gave different answers. Our attempts to make contact with the Com-
missariat for Refugees and the relevant Ministry to get more information or alleged permit were not successful. On April 21st 
2016, during a visit to the refugees who are in the park next to the Central Bus Station and infront of the Faculty of Econom-
ics, seeing that the workers of the Commissariat for Refugees, are not allowing refugees to sit on the grass, although it is not 
forbidden, activists of Women in Black have protested. On activists questions “who are they?” and “who gives them the right?” 

2  “Mirovni aktivizam – aktivistički biciklizam - Srebrenica 2014”
3  Iz informacije Staše Zajović, 22. jul 2014.
4  Report 08.03.2016.



3

to forcing the refugees, Commissariat workers answer “that they are State”, and then one of them photographed activists with 
his phone. 5 6 7 8 9 10

Media lynching in the daily newspaper Politika

In this segment of the report we will mention the publication of a series of articles in the daily newspaper “Politika”, in whose 
ownership structure Republic of Serbia is dominant, which is also reflected in the editorial policy. The articles are concerned 
with the sources of financing of non-governmental organizations in Serbia. 11 12 13 The content of these articles, stated that 
non-governmental organizations, including Women in Black are funded by dubious organizations from abroad, backed by the 
CIA, that money is spent in an unknown purposes and for the achievement of the unknown objectives. The epilogue of this 
series of articles is an attack on “The House of Human Rights” in Belgrade, a place where there are offices of few NGOs. On this 
occasion windows were broken. 14

II Legal actions taken by Women in Black and the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights / Jukom

The following actions have been launched as a legal protection and also to determine the responsibility of state authorities 
for violence against Women in Black:

1. Request to the Higher Public Prosecutor’s Office in Valjevo from 10.03.2016 15

2. Request to the Higher Court in Belgrade from 04.04.201616

The legal team of YUCOM, as well as other legal experts / activists and activists from Women in Black are in constant commu-
nication regarding the legal remedies and procedures to be undertaken in the coming period in relation to the responsibility 
of the state, communication with international organizations and institutions, as well as the further development of strategies 
of resistance, mutual support... 

5  Report Preševo i Dimitrovgrad 15. - 16.01.2016.
6  Report Dimitrovgrad 08.02.2016.
7  Report Preševo 16.02.2016.
8  Report Adaševci 25.03.2016.
9  Report Adaševci 28.03.2016.
10  http://www.slobodnaevropa.org/archive/news/latest/500/500.html?id=27691415
11  http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/346224/%D0%9A%D0%BE%D0%BC%D0%B5-
%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B6%D1%83-%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8
12  http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/346286/%D0%9A%D0%BE-%D1%81%D1%83-%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%
98%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%9B%D0%B8-%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8-
%D1%81%D1%80%D0%BF%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%B3-%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%BD%
D0%BE%D0%B3-%D0%B4%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%B0
13  http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/347217/%D0%9D%D0%B0-%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B5-%D1
%83%D0%B2%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%B5-%D0%BC%D0%BE%D0%B3%D1%83-%D0%B4%D0%B0-
%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BC-%D1%81%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%BE-
%D0%B1%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%98%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0
14 http://www.b92.net/info/vesti/index.php?yyyy=2016&mm=01&dd=22&nav_category=16&nav_id=1088018
15  Request to the Higher Public Prosecutor’s Office in Valjevo from 10.03.2016
16  Request to the Higher Court in Belgrade from 04.04.2016
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III The measures undertaken by the State

In this section we will only cite the actions undertaken by the state, information we received exclusively at our request.

Počuča Case

On March 28th 2016, police detained defendant Radomir Počuča who since September 2014 has been on the run. Custody 
order issued by Higher Court in Belgrade in November 2014 was in power. He was arrested after he illegally crossed the border 
between Romania and Serbia. 17 Despite the fact that for 18 months he was the on the run and that he entered illegally into 
Serbia, which shows that he did not intend to cooperate with state authorities and that during the escape he kept commiting 
criminal offense for which he is on trial and that he committed criminal offense of participation in armed conflict abroad (par-
ticipated in the war in Ukraine, on the side of pro-Russian rebels), after only one day spent in custody, the Court terminated 
custody. 18 About the abolition of detention, damaged side was not informed, even after a written request for explanation. 
The hearing in the proceedings against him for endangering the safety of activists of Women in Black was supposed to be 
held on April 20th 2016., but was postponed for May 19th 2016, due to the absence of the lawyer of the defendant, and the 
defendant, although there is no legal obligation to have lawyer for this case didn’t want to participate without a lawyer. The 
judge approved his request and postponed the hearing, although the same tactics defendant served before his escape, with 
the clear aim of delaying the procedure, and that the prosecution to obsolete. 19

March 8th Attack

After the attack, activists informed the police about the attack, police took statements from them. On March 10th 2016, one 
of the activists was summoned to the police station to identified the attacker on CCTV video, that police obtained, which she 
did. She received a verbal promise that soon police will find him, but Women in Black still have not been officially informed 
that the perpetrator is found. 20

Valjevo Case

In this report, we point out the fact that the Higher Public Prosecutor’s Office from Valjevo, for 6 months did not respond to 
several letters that we sent to them with a request to inform us about the proceedings against the suspects for the attack on 
the activists of Women in Black in Valjevo on July 8th 2014.

IV The political context

Authoritarian and totalitarian tendencies

During the reporting period continued to strengthen authoritarian and 
totalitarian phenomenon that is pointed out in previous reports. The rul-
ing regime led by Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic has continued its efforts 
to put under control as much as possible segments of society. Particularly 
vulnerable are the media. These practices are particularly came to the fore 
during the campaign for the elections which were held on April 24th 2016. 
There were numerous abuses of power for the purpose of the campaign of 
the ruling party. State resources, as well as the media are put at the service 
of the ruling party.

17  http://www.b92.net/info/vesti/index.php?yyyy=2016&mm=03&dd=28&nav_category=16&nav_id=1113050
18  http://www.blic.rs/vesti/hronika/radomir-pocuca-pusten-iz-pritvora/sdmrm5x
19  http://balkans.aljazeera.net/vijesti/pocuca-se-nagodio-s-tuziocima-za-ratovanje-u-ukrajini
20  March 8th Attack – Statement – Ljiljana Radovanovic
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“The normalization of crime”

The previous period was marked by the judgments of the ICTY in The Hague, Radovan Karadzic judgment for genocide and 
other crimes in BH, as well as the Vojislav Seselj judgment, in which he was found not guilty. These judgments have contrib-
uted to the strengthening of nationalist and extreme-right-wing parties and organizations. They have held several protests 
and one of the main messages was the ending of the “traitors”. Peace and human rights activists are high on their “list of trai-
tors.” This condition was also contributed by the ruling politicians. They avoid to comment on the above judgments, which 
is particularly scandalous in terms of the judgment of Radovan Karadzic, who was convicted of genocide and other serious 
crimes committed in BH. PM Vučić refused to comment, and the Serbian government issued a scandalous statement in which 
victims were not  mentioned in a single word, and the only message was “that we will not allow the use of this Court’s decision 
against the Serbian people.” 21 In this process of relativization of crime and rehabilitation of war criminals and criminal policy  
state authorities are also involved. One of the examples is the fact that on April 15th 2016 in the Youth Center in Belgrade, 
which is the City of Belgrade institution, a book promotion of convicted war criminal Momcilo Krajisnik, at which he spoke, 
denying the crimes was held. Two activists who have expressed their disagreement with the promotion of war crimes were 
physically attacked and thrown out of the audience. 22

Rehabilitation of Nazi collaboratores from WW2

The process of relativization of crime and rehabilitation of criminals is not 
limited to wars in the nineties. Belgrade court proceedings conducted a 
proceedings for the rehabilitation of Milan Nedic, who was  the head of the 
Nazi Quisling Administration of Serbia, during World War II. Such actions 
give “tailwind” to openly fascist organizations, which have until recently 
were invisible, and now they act publicly, hold their protests on the streets 
and openly carry fascist insignia and symbols. 23

Repression of state authorities over the refugees from the Near and Middle East

During the reporting period so-called “Balkan route” for refugees was closed. Although officially the borderwas closed for the 
passage of refugees, what really happens is that the that the ways are open for people smugglers. Hundreds of people every 
day passes through Serbia. The authorities of Serbia did not do anything to even for one refugee facilitate retention and future 
in Serbia. Although after the closure of the route, in Serbia according to official figures remained “trapped” around 2,000 refu-
gees, almost none of them have remained in Serbia. Exposing themselves to great danger and paying huge amount of money, 
with the „help“ of people smugglers, they went to Western European countries. An example is the refugee center Adaševci. 
In the center, after closing the route, there were 350 refugees. After two weeks, only 37 were still there. Although the Serbian 
authorities have publicly said that they will remain there for several months and to that they are taking care of them, in reality 
they worked on making their situation worse, so they “voluntarily” leave Serbia. What we emphasize is that in this „pushing out 
refugees“ actions, great and shameful role was played by the Commissariat for Refugees of the Republic of Serbia. As Commis-
sariat chief of Adaševci Camp said: „We are here to protect the interest of the State, not refugees.“

Written by: Mirko Medenica

Belgrade, May 7th 2016

21 http://balkans.aljazeera.net/vijesti/vlada-srbije-o-presudi-karadzicu-bez-kolektivne-krivice
22 http://balkans.aljazeera.net/vijesti/vlada-srbije-o-presudi-karadzicu-bez-kolektivne-krivice
23 http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/351141/O-rehabilitaciji-Nedica-uz-poklice-carskoj-Rusiji-i-Sovjetskom-Savezu


